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JPoctVJl.

Tho following lines, Ritys llio Boston Post,
waro written by a girl of that city, ton years old;
sljo wns born blind atiJ without li.inJs, nnd wrote
tho poem willi tho pon in her nrjutli. How
sliouid a blind girl have biicIi imprce-non- s of
Spring ob nro conveyed by sight 1 Doubtless
frorq mnmory remembering what has been road
to her and to this, slio is probably indebted for
a goaj sliuro of lior poetical cxpicssiocs as well
,18 ideas.

TO SPRING.
Aow iho wintry signs nro going,

J'ast from ttroam and sod and tree,
Waiaoslrs nro mildly Mowing,

Spring is hero with face of gleo
rtOWS are low and tuna nro high,

Whcro tier rosy footsteps flyj
Wide abroad dr jnnnllo flinging,

As tlio anel maid advances,
blcoioing, birds uro singing,

In the aunshinu ot'ljer glances.
fc!oul of verdure, youMi and bnauty t,

Genius of thojgaiof roes,
Who ieiay to pay thee duly,

Who but in llty Jip ropose f
Karllcst boml thy bluih supernal

Gate tho r lints t Eden's (luwori,
.Clad tlii globo with glories vernal,

Fitted iconci for hcovrnly hours.
Changeless, though that globo la changing,

Youthful, though our furmt grow aid,
As of jorn jliy feet coma ranging,

Bringing Uauty to tho mould,
Calm to brceaes, light to skies,

IJfo aud freedom to the fountain,
ffa tho woodlands .emerald dyes.

Mots a&d gorlacds to tjm mountain!,
jOrder to ypcylturod laud.

Music to returning bijds(
Labor to tho farmojs hands,

Hope U be oil, and cheer to wofJi,
Glorlouf, gentle, geuiul rJn(ng,

ould wo rvcr to tbco cling,
Never moro ri slh for Suwrney

Htiuuld a human bosom heaver,
He should bo a notcleiit comer,

Nor a look cflo-v- yecelve.

Pot thy ways ara wayi of fit ace,
Freshness, peace and prrity j

arndiso ndiyn thy facn
With id s w oct tilmpliclly ;

And though t?umtnct' robes Imposing
Ampler seem, una bolder dyod,

Thino are etcr more disclosing
Mote of poaco and. less of pride,

Pnty in thy walk I'd vender,
.Other tcaion sacrifice,

And when dust aud spirit sunder,
Iicavo tbco only for skies t

For iho Watchman and Journal.

Lines on tho Death of Francese.
n t a. v, max ii am

Why iitand yo looking upward?
It there no balm in Gilead (

Noi hope, uor failli eternal,
To 100th tho heart thul mourns tho dead ?

Tii true the Mrke uas, heavy,
Hut God h just, and Oh je gave
To Him a pure and holy token
That while-robe- one within licrgiavo !

It aociiicd all tad and mournful
For ono so )oung nnd lair to die,
And yet, we would not question
Tho lovo (hit culled her to tho iky.
Thy chill wti

cherubim in mortal guise
And when she left thco weeping
A star had mounted to the sklos,

As through the gates of morning,
Her spirit passed upon Its way
To that bright realm of ptory,
Where angels batk In endless day.

Through daj of puiti and sickness,
And nights devoid of rot und ease,
She buttered but was hopeful,
And wore tho crown of thorns in peace.

And Oh, thut gentle spirit I

How could ye wUh it back again
In earth's unhappy dwelling,
To linger out a life f pain I

Her soul was ever panting.
Ye knew it well, to be away
Among God'i holy angels,
Beyond its prison iron so of clay.

And though 'twas hard and bitter,
To cloie those trtlld and gpntlc oyes
In sleep that hath no waking
Yet think her blest in paradise.

Tho winds ol night are drary,
Th raco of flowers aro palo nnd sad--

Hut Mors is weary never,
And Faith U balm in Gilead.

THE OLD CLOCK.
11Y MUS. S. M.DOUR.

An old clock thut for nnarlv a century had maintained its
position in a quiet corner of the unite room, and had bnn
the faithful chronicler for three generations, when the last
of the houuhold hand slept in death, be cam o silent alio and
sis nanus moiiontess

Yt aio gating upon mo, end wenieilng ait,
Why the old etude rests from its wonted task J

Why it mark no longer the hours that fly,
As the rlvcrof timo glides swifily Iv j

Why Its hunds move not, and Its voico no more
Fi lie tli the ulr as in daysof jure?
Arc my friends not go no t Aye, tho (act has fed
To her home WUioWk dreary halls of the dead!
The eyes that av watcfiod mo for many a day,
From oarth and its sunlight have faded away J

And the enri) that hive listened for tidings from me,
All weaty and Ufeluss henceforth must be

Then why should I longer my work pursue ?

Let the old clock rest from its labors too!
I havn done tholr bidding for many a year,
How can I guide mo when they ate not here ?

Their day is ended, their race Js lun
Is not my mission alio done t

Oh, J could tell )OU full many a tulo

Of joy's glad song, und of soriow's wail !

1 could toll you of hours of winged mttth,
When loved ones were gjlhered around yon hearth J

I could tell you of bitter und burning tears.
Of long aud sleepless fuori.

Oa, many a bride, from her ftthprs halls,
Has hither come to these time worn walls J

With the light of hope on her pathway shed,
And love1! bright gait ind around her head,
And a perfect trust in her chosori guide,
Who stood heiido her hat young hem's prldo.
And ono by ono I havu soen them pnss
As the shadow that flit oVr the wavy grass!
I have seen them wither, und droop, aud die,
And soar away to their home on high,
Their eumtug brought joy to many a brest,
Ilut they bore theju beuco to their final jest.
And tho father und son grow weary of life,
And bade farewell to its care and strife j
And tho little child' bright eye prow dim j
Ho tho angels eamo with their ehorul hymn,
And bor U up to the spirit clime,
Whcro It never might feel tt.o ills of tlmo.

Ay! I could loll you many a tale,
That would make your lips turn ghaiily palel
J could tuli you how o'er this beaullful land,
War's banner was flung by a lyraut'j hand;
How Lho cliagor ofarms, and the cattuon's loud peal,
Woke, from their slumbering, hoarts of steel
I could toll you how mothers in ugopy wopf,
For their ioi.i who on fluids of glory slept )

I could toll iow youog sisters waited in vain,
For footsteps (hey nevor might hear again j
How tho wall of the wife and the orphan was hoard,
How a nation heart ft vut its deptks vtu atlrrcd,
I could tell you, but no I I am weary and lulu
Would rest from my labors, and speak not again!
6h)c thty have departod who waited to bear
fily voice oo tha air ringing loud su-- l clear,
Oh, let ma bo silent J Their ree Is now run, '

And tli old clock's mission Is also done. Columbian.

THE QUEEN OF MAY.
Que.n of the month whnii Flora bring

Ilr iwocteit gifti la rrlh,
Til Iruo for thco ui 1'ancjr ilnji,

That Ufa Is mndo for mirth j

When gnzlng on u fact so fair,
Bo gladsome In lis joy,

How can we dream that Tlmo and Cuto
Must wither and destroy I

And poo., heiido this human flower,
Tho wreath of spring U seen j

Though Nature latlsh nil her Howrr
To deck her fair May Queen,

Ono smite from that young happy face,
One beam from thoosoft eye,

Would mnkoof Wlntntf4 dcsnrtplncn
A blooming 1'ntadUc

Oh, when tho " better land" wo gain,
Wliern Faith and Truth abide,

And pcifct liOvo and Justice reign
Together, sldo by side,

Tit en will the gift ol Beauty Mess
The sijlit and till the soul,

And wo shall find our happincbs
llcneath its sweet control

Then wo shall loam why flowers were given,
And youth with charms endowed j

And why theso blessings, lent from horn en,
Wero not tu ull Allowed

And seo that Age, like Wtulir, feels
JtHorpordaik ani dull,

To wakn mare blest when heaven rcrcoU
The Good and lUau.falOttdns Laditt Book

ittisccllancous.
THE HORSE AND HIS RIDER.

JIanv wlio keep horses are uot aware that
they aro thinking animals, and have feelings,
passions and affections very much like hu-

man beings, although they cannot talk.
Feople who do not appreciate the character
of the horse, are apt to ireat him without
love or mercy, aud without any appeal to
his natural intelligence. The ljiblcsayet.li,
" The horse knoweth liis owucr," aud lie
knows more, for he knows when he is used
as a liortc should be used ; and in respect
to treatment, lhe Turk and Arab have much
the advantage of many Christians I could
name the Tagans make menus of their
horses, they love each other, aud ou the san-

dy desert or tlie wild plain, they lie down
side by side, and each ib equally ready to
resist the approach of au enemy.

A horse may be taught lite a child, by
those who have won his affections; but the
method of teaching is by showing distinct-
ly what you wish him to do. not by beatitiff
him because ho docs not understand and
perform at the outset all you desire of him.
Horses, like men, have very different intel-
lectual capacities and tempers; but all may
be mastered by kindness, while the best, the
most high spirited aud the most generous,
will be ruined by harsh treatment.

At the circus, you have ocular demonstra-
tion that the horse understands the language
of man; aud man may learn more virtues
than one, if he will observe the habits of
his horse. " Ask the beast, he will teach
theo !" says the wise man.

A neighbor of mine on Long Island, N.
Y., had a favorite horse which always
accompanied him in his jourucyiugs to and
from the city, who by Mopp'uijj at a noted
tavern on the road, generally got y

by the time of starting for home. The horse
knew when his master was drunk, by his
vascillating motion, and on these occasions
would regulate Ins movements so as to pre-
vent his master from falling, if possible.
One night he staggered out of the tavern
and was helped on the saddle; before he
had gone a mile he fell, and his foot hung
in the stirrup; the horse stopped, and with
the big tear rolling in his eye, the compas-
sionate animal looked on his drunken mas-
ter, and revolving in his mind how best he
could help him, lie gripped the rim of his
hat with his teeth, but this gave way, and
again the drunkard's head smote the ground;
be then seized hold by the collar of his coat,
the man's head Jay near the fore-fo- ot of the

horse aud thus held him till he was able to
extricate his foot from the stirrup. The
master having lost some blood from a cut
on his head, and got a terrible fright besides,
was now comparatively sober; he was able
to mount, and arrived safe home, where he
related the above particulars, and thanking
God for his narrow escape, he next day join-
ed the temperance society. It is ten years
ago. The man and horse live like broth-
ers, and will, till death parts them.

A friend of mine had a valuable horse
stolen from his stable; he had changed mas
ters several times. After some years ho wns
owned by a gentleman, whose road lay
through the town from whence the horse
was stolen. As soon as tlie uorsc camo on
positc, " he marched up to his old master's,"
put his head in at the open door, mid began
neighing most loudly: his rider kicked,
spurred, coaxed aud whipped, but all to no
purpose; the master came out, they recojj -
nized each other the man by naming his
horse, and the horse by laying his head on
Ins master's shoulder. The gentleman re-

linquished the horse, and the thief was tra-
ced and transported.

A favorite old hunter in Somersetshire,
England, being locked in the liable, and
hearing the cry of hounds, became very res-

tive. The groom seeing he wanted some
sport, saddled him, and placing a large mon-
key on the saddle, turned him loose. Tho
horse followed the sound of the pack, nnd
was first in nt the death of the fox ; but the

again
observing tho monkey holding tho reins with
all the dexterity of a true sportsman.

I saw a man hold his watch before the
eye of his horse, and ask, What is tho
clock t It was four, and the horse struck
the floor as many times with his foot. Be
ing told, make ready, present, fire, he seiz
ed hold with his teeth, on a cord hanging
on his shoulder, thus drawing the trigger of
a pistol which was fastened to tho saddle on
his back, and so the pistol exploded,

Four years ago, n gentleman in Brooklyn
owned n horse; whofi'told to salute tho
company, he stood on his hind legs liko n
dog, and looking round, gavo a nod with his
head.

Sir Walter Raleigh makes mention of a
horso which lived in his time, of whom it
is related, He would restore a glove to its
owner, after his owner had whispered tho
man's name in the horse's car. When shown
a piece of money, and nsked liow many
penco it contained suppose it to bo a shil-

ling he would striko the ground twelvo
times with liis foot. This renowned horso
is nlludcd to by Shakspearo, in '"Love's La-
bor Lost," Act I st, Scene 2d.

A gentleman commanded a troop of cav-
alry in an English regiment, for many vears
ou tho continent, and at tho battle of Wa
terloo, when the army was being put on tho
peaco establishment, tho horses in his troop,
or the remains of the troop, perhaps sixteen,
(for many had fallen) were brought to pub.
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lie sale. The officer wns a landed gentle-
man ; he thought it was a pity to co these
noble animals, who had often charged with
him up to tho cannon's mouth, fastened in
butcher, baker, or cab-tnen- 's wagons; he
purchased the entire lot ; ho turned them
loose in a fine grass park of his own, there
to cat, drink arid sleep, all the days of their
lives. One afternoon there enmc up a dark
cloud, and presently n flash of lightning.
The horses were feeding, and scattered
through the park they hnd been used to
seo the flash, before the report of the can-
non j they threw up their heads nnd prick-
ed their cars in listen. With the first peal
of thunder they nil galloped to the centre of
tho park and fell into line, as straight as if
backed by their riders; they stood 111 this
position lor some time, when finding it was
a false alarm, they, each horse, returned to
Ins own tent.

About the same period fi baker was as
cending Westminster street, London, At
10 A. M. he was mounted on a fine black
horse, having Panniers strapped, and one
Hanging on each side ot the uorsc. (I'an-nicr- s

arc large baskets made to fit the sides
of the horse, nnd hung with leather straps
across his hack each basket will hold a--
bout fifty loavci.) Just as the horse and his
rider camo in front of tho barracks belong
ing to the Horse Guards, the trumpet soun-
ded for the morning parade; away flew tho
horse the baskets dancing tho loaves
jumping and rolling in the street, like things
of life the baker, with one hand drawing
on tho bridle, with the other grasping the
horse's mane, his hat flying aloft like chaff
before tho wind, and his long snowy locks
streaming astern like Gilpin of old in his
famous race from Loudon tollainbury on-

ward flew the horse, charging up to tho front
raak of the cavalry ; an officer guessing at
the joke, motioned two of the troopers, who
fell bick in the rear, the horse charged
through the gap, wheeled to the right, and
took his place in the line thoro stood the
horse, his cars pricked up and quivering like
a Palmetto leaf in .1 thunder gust there
sat the baker, his feet dangling on the shoul-
ders of the horse ; tho panniers kept him
forward ; he kicked, he coaxed, he sweated,
and he swore the horse was immovable,
listening for the ctrtain sound of the rm-pc- t!

Tho mob lmrra'd, n burst of laiiffhter ran
through the ranks. An officer recognized
the horse, and informed the Colonel that he
lately belonged to their troop. The Colon-
el was a man of feeling, and being willing
to do tnc Horse a pleasure, lie sounded the
charge; away they flew, the baker, the
bread, the baskets, and the horse, keeping
up the line with the best of them. The
Colonel put them through some extra

to gratify the horse ; when they
were dismissed, one of the officers being
pleased with his spirit, jnndc a purchase of
the horse on the spot. The baker finding,
by sad experience, he could never drive troin
the sound of the trumpet, parted with him
most willingly.

Now where is the man, having the spirit
of a man in his carcass, that will abuse this
noble animal ? Gkant Tiioriiukv.

P. S. As you would save the strength
nnd wind of your horse, driveslow ujh hill,
and as you would save your own and your
horses limbs, drive slow riuwu a hill.

New York paper.

A NEW FISH STORY.
An atticle, last summer, went the rounds

of the papers, giving an account of a little
girl at Rocky Nook, in Ilinghnin, who had
succeeded in taming some fish in a pond, so
that they would come at her call aud feed
out of her hand. The following story rath-

er beats that :

At a meeting of tho Liverpool Literary
and Philosophical Society, some most extra-
ordinary statements, relating to tho instinct
of tho brute creation, were made by a visi-

tor, one Dr. Warwick. lie said that when
he resided in Dunham, the scat of tho Earl
of Stamford and Warrington, ho was walk
ing one evening in the park, and came to
nnml wlinrA fish. intnriflprl fnr flip tnlilp vrm....w. wI ...W.W,
tomnnrnrilv kpnt. Ifn tnfil' nnrtir.nlnr nn.'
ticc of a fine pike, of about six pounds
weight, which, when it observed him, dart-
ed hastily away. In so doing it struck its
head against a tender Iiook in a post, (there
being several in the pond, placed there to
prevent poaching,) and as it afterwards np--
peared, fractured its skull, and turned the
optic nerve on one side. The agony evin
ced by the animal was mpst horrible. It
rushed to the bottom, and boring its head
into the mud, whirled itself round with such
velocity that it was almost lost to the sight
for a short interval. It then plunged about
the pond, and at length threw itself com- -
ntnlnll' nut nf lm nn in tjm limit
He (the doctor) went and examined it, and
found that a very small portion of tho brain
was protruding from the fracture in the skull.
He carefully replaced this, and with a small
silver tooth pick, raised the indented portion
of tho skull. The fish remained still for a
short time, and then he put it again into the
pond. It appeared at first a- good deal re--

and plunged about until it threw itself out
of tho water a second time. A second timo
Dr. Warwick did what ho could to relievo
it, and again put it into the water. It con-
tinued for several times to throw itself out
of the pond, and with tho assistance of tho
keeper the doctor made a kind ol pillow lor
tho fish, which was then left in tho pond to
its fate. Upon making his appearance nt
tho pond on the following morning, the piko
came towards him to tho edge of tho wnter,
and actually lnid its head upon his feet. The
doctor thought this most extraordinary, but
he examined tho fish's skull, and found it
going ou all right. He then walked back-
wards and forwards along tho edge of the
pond for some timo, and tho fish continued
to swim up and down, turning whenever ho
turned ; hut being blind ou tho wounded
side of its skull, it always appeared agita-
ted when it had that side towards tho bank,
as it could not then seo its benefactor.

un tho next day. ho look, somo young
friends down to seo the fish, which came to
hi in as usual, and at length he actually
taught tho piko to come to iim at his whis
tle, and feed out of his hands. Willi oth- -
.cr persons it continued as shy as fish usual
ly arc. lie (ur. Warwick) thought this u
most remarkable instance of gratitude in a
fish for a benefit received, and as it alwnys
camo at his whistle, it proved also what ho
had previously, with other naturalists, dis- -

ueiievcd, timt fish are sensible to sound

amazement of tho hunters wns extreme, onllieved, but in u few minutes it darted

political.
UUNCRAI, SCOTT AND Till! WAtt DnrAIlTMUNT.

GENERAL SCOTT'S LETTGR.
Mexico, February 21, 1818.

Sir: On tho 18th, I received your two
letters of the Kith ultimo, and immediately
issued tho general order No. 59 fa copy en-

closed), devolving the command of tho ar-

my in Mexico, upon Major General Ilutlcr.
As tho officers detailed for the court of

inquiry, boforo which I am ordered to ap-

pear as a criminal, arc not known to have
arrived in the country, I avail myself of a
moment's leisure to recall some of the neg-
lects, disappointments, injuries, and rebukes
which have'1)ccn inflicted upon mo by the
War Department, since my departure from
Washington, November 2:1, ijflt.

to me, the business of recrimination,
,U,U,V( U u u uc.i miii ui.

In this summary I shall, therefore, indulge
in no wantonness of language but confine
tiji.iA i nuni.u msiuiivdi iua luuviuy
conclusions to men of sense and candor.

In tho hurry of preparation for Mexico,
(only four days wcro allowed me at Wash-
ington, when twenty might have been most
advantageously employed in the great bu-

reau those of the chief engineers, chief of
ordnance, chief quartermaster, and chief
commissary ot subsistence) I handed to you
a written request, that ono of three of our
accomplished captains, therein nnmcd, might
be appointed assistant adjutant general, with
the rank of major, for duty with me in the
field ; and there was a vacancy at tho time,
for ono. My request has never been atten-
ded to, and thus I have had no officer of the
Adjutant General's Department with me in
the campaign. Can another instance be
cited of denying to a gcncral-iu-chio- f, in
tho field, at the head of a large nrmy or
even a small one tho selection of his chief
of his stnff that is, the chief in the depart-
ment of orders and correspondence 1

Early in the following January, I asked
that a general court martial might be ap-
pointed on tho part of the President, for
the trial of two officers, (named by me,) for
conduct each had committed that endanger-
ed, in a high degree, the success of the im-

pending campaign ; and I specially referred'
to the anomalous and fatal act of Congress,
(May 29, 1830,) which prohibited me, as
tho " accuser or prosecutor," from ordering
the court for the trial of the cases. My ap-
plication has never been noticed. This
neglect alone ought early to have admonish-
ed mo that I had no hope of support at
Washington, in any attempt I might make
(against certain officers) to maintain neces-
sary discipline in the army I was about to
lead into the field. I left Washington highly
flattered with the confidence and kindness
the President had just shown me, in many
long personal interviews on, military mat-

ters. For more tir.in two .fientlis inj ex-

pressions of gratitude were daily and fer-

vent, nor were they less emphatic towards
the head of the War Department. Proceed-
ing with zeal and confidence in my most
hazardous duties, I learned, January 27, at
the Brazos San Jago, that an attempt was
on foot to create a lieutenant general to take
command in the field over me. Shocked
and distressed, I allowed of no relaxation
in my efforts to serve my country, resolved
that for the short time I was likely to remain
in commission to be

" T( uo m tliu (1UI to tho bun,
Although lie la not fMned upon."

A yet greater outrage soon followed :

failing to obtain an act from tho citizen lieu
tenant general, a bill was pressed upon Con-gros-

to authorize the placing a junior ma
jor general just appointed (the same indi
vidual) in command over all the old major
generals then in trout ol the enemy I

I will not here trust myself to add a sol

dier's comment upon these attempts; but I
may thank God that He did not allow them,
or subsequent injuries, to break down en
tirely the spirit and abilities (such as they
are) with which lie had endowed me

Foreseeing, at Washington, that, from
tho great demands of commerce at the mo
ment, it would be dillicult, if not impossible,
to take up, perhaps at any price, a sufficient
number of vessels at New Orleans and Mo
bile to transport the regiments of my expe
dition from the Rio Grande frontier to Vera
Cruz, I endeavored to impress upon tho
War Department the necessity of sending
out, from the northern and eastern ports, u
certain number ol largo ships in ballast, in
order that the expedition might not bo de-

layed, and in view of "tho fixed fact" the
return of the vomilo at Vera Cruz in tho
spring of the year a delay of a few weeks
was likely to prove a total defeat.

In a paper transmitted to me, headed
"Memorandum from the Quartermaster
General," marked " War Department, De-

cember 15, 1810," aud signeii by tho Sec-
retary, which I received Jan. 8, it is said :

" Independently of this numbor of tran-
sports for troops and ordnance stores, from
the north, there will be required, say, five
ships for tho transportation of the surf
boats now being prepared, besides which
ten vessels must be takon up and sent out
in ballast for troops, unless stores can bo
put on board, to make up the number
required by tho commanding general."

The date of this memorandum is Decem
ber 15, moro than three weeks after my re-

quisition and departure from Washington,
Of not one of tho " ten vessels" in ballast,
or with stores, (leaving room for troops,)
have I heard, up to this day, Relying upon
them, confidently, tho cmbarcation was de-

layed in whole or in pari, at tho Brazos and
Tumpico, from the 15th of January to tho
9th of March; leaving, it was feared, not
half tho timo needed for the reduction of
Vera Cruz and its castle before tho return
of the yellow fever. But half tho surf-boa-ts

camo nt all ; and of the siege-trai- n nnd ord-na'ii-

stores, only about one half had arri-
ved when tho Mexican flags were replaced
by those of the United States ou thoso for-

midable places. Wo succeeded at last, in
reaching tho point of attack, in tho midst
of frightful northers, by means, in great
part, of trading cruft, small and hazardous,
picked up accidentally at tho Brazos and
Tamnico; and when tho army got ashore,
its scieuco and valor had to supply all defi
ciencies in heavy guns, mortars, and ord
nance stores.

Tho first letter that I received from the
department, after entering tho captured
city, contained an clabornto rebuke (dated
February 22,) for having ordered Col. Har- -

noy, 2d dragoons, to remain in tho corn
mand of tho cavalry with Major Genera1
Taylor, so as to leave Major Sumner, of tin
same regiment, tho senior of that arm it
my expedition. There was no great differ
enco in tho number of cavalry companic.
with the two armies. This rebuke wan
written with n complacency that argued tho
highest professional experience is such mat
tors and could not have been moro confi-
dent in its tone, if dictated to tho greenest
General of tho recent appointments. Yet,
withoutthc power of selecting commanders
of particular crops, no General in chic
would venture to tako upon himself the con-
duct of a critical campaign. Such selec-
tions were always made by the father of his
country, and the principal Generals under
him. So in tho campaign of 1814, I my-
self Bout away against their wishes, three
senior field officers of as mrny Regiments,
i,cing jfirm, uriinstructcd and inefficient, in
lavor ot three juniors, and with the subse
qucnt a,)probation of Major General Brown
on ),is joining mo, and the head of the War
jJcpartmcnt. Both were well acquainted
with the customs of war, in like cases, nt
homo and abroad ; nnd without that energy
on my part, it is highly probable that no
American citizen would ever have cited tho
battles cf the Niagara without a sigh for
his country. I am happy, however, that
before a word had been received from tho
department, and, indeed, before it could
have had any knowledge of tho question, I
had decided to take with me the frank and
gallant Colonel, nnd hope soon to learn that
ho and very many other officers have been
rewarded with brevets for their highly dis
tinguished services in the campaign that
loilowed.

It was in reference to the same rebuke.
that, in acknowledging your communica-
tions, I said, from Vera Cruz, April Gth :

" 1 might very well controvert the milit
ary principles so confidently laid down by
the department in tho letter of tho 22d of
February :1 but believing that the practice
of the United States army in the two wars
with Ureal Uritaul would have no weight in
the particular case, I waive further reply
having, at the moment, no leisure and no
inclination for controversy."

Alluding to the heavy disappointments in
respect to transports, siege trains, and ord-

nance stores, then already experienced, I
wrote to the department, from Lobos, Feb.
23:

" Perhaps no expedition was ever so un
accountably delayed by no want of fore
sight, arrangement, or energy on my part,
as I dare alhrm and under circumstances
the most critical to this entire army ; for
everybody relied upon knew, from the first,
as well as I knew, it would bo fatal to us to
attempt military operations, on this coast,
after, probably, tho first week in April ;
and here we are at the end of February ;

Nevertheless this army is in heart ; and
crippled as I am in the means required nnd
promised, I shall go forward, and expect to
taKo vera uruz and its castle in time to es-

cape, by pursuing the enemy, the pestilence
of tho coast."

The city and castle wcro cantured March
29th, and with about one fourth of the nec
essary means for a road-trai- (no fault of
mine,) the retreat in pursuit of the enemy,
was vigorously commenced April 8th. The
battle of Cero Gordo soon followed, and we
occopied Jalapa and Pcrote, where we were
obliged to wait for supplies from Vera Cruz.
In these positions, I was mad.c to writhe
under another disappointment.

In my four memorials to the department,
on the farther prosecution of tho war against
Mexico, written at Washington and dated
respectively, October 27, November 12, 1G

and 21 (it was only intimated to mo in the
night of November 18, that I might pre-
pare myself for the field) papers in which
I demonstrated that Vera Cruz was the true
base of operations, and that the enemy's
capital could not probably be reached from
the Rio Grande; I estimated that, after
taking that great seaport, " about 20,000
men," or " an army of more than 20,000
men may be needed : 1. To beat, in the
field and in passes, any accumulated force
in tho way ; 2. To garrison many impor-
tant points in the rear, to secure a free com-
munication with Vera Cruz : tf. To make
distant detachments, in order to gather in,
without long halts, necessary subsitencc."

And tint force, I supposed, including
volunteers, and aided by land aud money
bountics, might bo raised in time, by adding
ten or twelvo new regiments of regulars, and
filling up the ranks of the old.

A bill was introduced for raising ten ad-

ditional regular regiments ; and I certainly
did not mean to charge the department with
the whole delay, in passing tho bill through
Congress. But it was passed February 11,
1617; and under it, bytsarly in April, some
few thousand men hnd beenalready raised
and organized. My distress may bo con-
ceived, by any soldier, on learning, at Ja-

lapa, April 27, that the whole of that
force had been sent, under Brigadier Gen-
eral Cadwalnder, to the Rio Grande fron-
tier I

In my letter to the department, written
the day after, I said I had expected that

" Detachments of tho now regiments
would, as you had promised me, begin to
arrive in this mouth, and continue to follow
perhaps in June." " Hoy many volun- -

tcersj will under the act appro-
ved March 3, (only received two days ago,)
I know not; probably but few, Hcnco the
greater my disappointment caused by send-

ing tho new troops to tho Rio Grande ; for,
besides their keeping tho road in our pres-
ent roar, open for many weeks by marches
in successive detachments, I had intended,
as I advanced, to leavo strong garrisons in
this place, (Jalapa, J in Perote, and Puebla,
and to keep at tho iicad of tho movement a
forco equal to any prohablo opposition. It
may now depend ou the number of tho old
volunteers who may and the
number of new troops that may arrivo from
tho Brazos in time, as also in somo degrco
upon tho advance of Major General Taylor,
whether I shall find this nrmy in strength to
leavo tho garrisons, and to occupy tho cap-
ital."

I may add, that only about fifty individu-
als of tho old volunteers, un-

der tho provisions of tho oct of March 3;
that the remaindor wero discharged May 4 j

that Moj. Gen. Taylor made no movement
in advance of Saltillo ; and that tho now
regulars, including Cadwaladcr's brigade,
only bogan to como up with mo nt Puebla
in July, but not in sufficient numbers till

August 0. The next day the army com- -

menced its advance upon tho capital, witli
a mtio more man iu,uuu citective men.

It is not extravagant to say that, if Brig
adier General Canwaladcr's forces had not
been diverted from mo to the Rio Grande,
where ho was made to lose, without any
benefit to Major General Taylor, much pre-
cious time, I mizht easily have taken this
city in tho month of June, and at one-fift- h

of the loss sustaiend in August and Sep
tember. The enemy availed himself of my
forced delay at Puebla, to collect, to treble,
to organize and discipline his forces, ns also
to erect numerous and powerful defences
with batteries. INcarly all those extraor
dinary preparations for our reception were
made after the middle of June. And it is
known that the news of the victory of Bu- -
cna Vista reached Washington in time to
countermand Cadwaladcr's orders for the
Rio Grande, before his denarturu from Now
Orleans. Two rifle companies, with him,
received the countermand there, nud joined
me early.

I know that I had tho misfortune to give
offence to the department, by expressing
myself to the same effect from Jalapa, May
0. In a report ot that date 1 said :

"The subject of that order (No. 135,
old volunteers) has given me long and deep
solicitude. To part with so largo and so
respectable portion of this army, in the
middle of a country which, though broken
in its power, is not yet disposed to sue for
peaco ; to provide for the return home of
seven regiments from this interior position,
at a time when I find it quite difficult to
provide transportation and supplies for the
operating forces which remain nnd all this
without any prospect of succor or reinforce-
ments in, perhaps, the next seven months
beyond some 300 army recruits present
novelties utterly unknown to any invading
army before. With the addition of ten or
twelve thousand now levies in April or May

asked for, and until very recently expec-
ted or even with the addition of two or
three thousand now troops, destined for
this army, but suddenly, by the orders of
the War Department, diverted to the Rio
Grande frontier, I might, notwithstanding
the unavoidable discharge of the old volun-
teers seven regiments and two independ-
ent companies advance with confidence
upon the enemy's capital. I shall, never-
theless, advance; but whether bojond Pu-

ebla, will depend on intervening information
and reflection. Tho general panic given
to the enemy at Cerro Gordo still remaining,
I think it probable that wo shall go to Mex-
ico; or, if the enemy rccovci from that, we
must renew the consternation by another
blow."

Thus, like Cortes, finding myself in sola-te- d

and abandoned, and again, like him,
always afraid that the next ship or messen-
ger might recall or farther cripple me, I
resolved no longer to depend on Vera Cruz
or home, but to render my Irttle army " a
self sustaining machine" as I informed
everybody, including tho head of the War
Department and advanced to Puebla.

It was in reference to the foregoing serious
causes of complaint, and others, to bo found
in my reports at large particularly in re-

spect to money for the disbursing staff off-
icers, clothing, and Mr. Trist, commissioner

that I concluded my report from Puebla,
June 4, in these words :

"Considering the many cruel disappoint
ments and mortifications I have been made
to feel since 1 left Washington, and the to-

tal want of support or sympathy on the part
ot the War Department, which 1 have so
long experienced, I beg to be recalled from
this army the moment it may be safe for
any person to embark at Vera Cruz which,
I suppose, will be early in November.
Probably all field operations will be over
long before that time."

But my next report (July 25) from Pue
bla has, no doubt, in the end, been deemed
more unpardonable by the department. In
that paper, after speaking of the " happy
change in my relations, both official and pri
vate, with mr. Trist," I continued:

" Since about the 20th ultimo June our
intercourse has been frequent and cordial,
and 1 have found him I Mr. T.j able, dis
creet, courteous, and amiable. At home it
so chanced that we had butthcslightestpos- -
sible acquaintance with each other. Hence
more or less of reciprocal prejudice; and
of the existence of his feelings towards me,
I knew (by private letters) before we met,
that at least a part of the cabinet had a full
intimation, still the pronounced misunder
standing between Mr. Trist and myself
could not have occurred but for other cir
cumstances : 1. His being obliged to send
forward your letter of April 14th, in-

stead of delivering it in person, with the cx
planatorv papers which he desired to com
municatc : 2. His bad health in May and
June, which I am happy to say has now be
come good : and 3. The extreme mistifica--

tiou into which your letter, and particular
ly au interlineation, unavoidably threw me.
So far as I am concerned, I am perfectly
willing that all I havo heretofore written to
the department about Mr. Trist should bo
suppressed. I make this declaration as duo
In my present esteem for that gentleman :

but ask no favor, or desire none, at tho hands
of tho department. Justice to myself, how
ever tardy, i shall tako caro to have done,

I do not acknowledge the justico of
cither of your rebukes contained in the let
ter ot May 31, in relation toMr. Instand
the prisoners at Cerro Gordo; nnd that I

. , .i i .i- - iT lruo noi uerc triumphantly vindicate 1uy51.11,
is not from the want of will, means, or abil
ity, but time. Tho first letter (dated Feb
ruary 22) received from you, at Vera Cruz,
contained a censure, and I am now rebuked
for tho unavoidable nny, wise, if it had not
been unavoidable release, on parole, of tho

prisoners taken nt Cerro Gordo even be
fore ono word of commendation from gov
ernment has reached this army on account
nf Us frnllaiit conduct in tho capture of those

prisoners. No such commendation has yet
been received February, 1848.1 So, in
regular progression, I may, should thosamo
army gallantly bear mo into tho city of Mex-

ico, in tho next six or seven weeks which
is prohablo, if wo are not arrested by a peaco
or a truce look to be dismissed from tho
service of 111 v country I You will perceive
that I tun awaro fas I have. long been) of
tlio dangers which hang pver 1110 at Tiomo;
but I, too, am a citizen of tho United States,
and well know tho obligations imposed un-

der all circumstances by nn enlightened pat-

riotism. In respect to money, I beg ngain
to report that tho chicfcommissary (Captain

Grayson) of this army has not received a
dollar from tho States since we landed at
Vera Cruz, March 0. Ho now owes more
than 8200,000, and is obliged to nurchaso
on credit, at great disadvantages. The chief
quarter master (Captain Irwin) has received
perhaps $60,000, nnd labors under liko in-

cumbrances. Both have sold drafts to small
amounts, nnd borrowed largely of the pay
department, which has received about half
of the money estimated for. Consequently,
tlio troops have somo four months' pay due
them. Our poverty, or the neglect of the
disbursing departments at home, has
been made known, to our shame, in the
papers of Uio cupital hero, through a letter
from Lieut5Col. Hunt, that was found on
the person of the special messenger from
"Washington. The army is also suffering
greatly from the want of necessary clothing

including blankets and great coats. The
new troops, (those who have Jast arrived,)
ns destitute as tho others, wero first told that
that they would find abundant supplies at
Now .Orleans; next at Vera Cruz, and final-
ly here ; whereas, we now have, perhaps, a
thousand hands engaged in making shoes
(out of bad materials, and nt high rates.)
These articles, about 3000 pairs of each, are
absolutely necessary to cover the nakedness
of the troops. February 18, off Lobos, I
wrote to iirigadier General Brooks to direct
tho quarter-mast- er at Now Orleans to send
to me large supplies of clothing. March
1G 23, General Brooke replied that tho
quarter-mast- er at New Orleans had 'neither
clothing nor shoes ;' nnd that he was ' fear-
ful that, unless they have been sent out to
you direct, you will be much disappointed.'
Some small quantity of clothing, perhaps
one fifth of our wants, came to Vera Cruz
from some quarter, and followed us to Jala-
pa and this place."

I must here especially remark, that this
report, No. 30, though forwarded the night
of its date, (July 25,) seems to have mis-
carried. Perceiving, about November 27,
that it was not acknowledged by tho depart-
ment, I caused a duplicate to be made, sign-
ed it, and sent it off by tho same convey-
ance with my despatch No, 3(1, and tho char-
ges against Brevet Major General Worth,
Major General Pillow, and Brevet Lieut.
Col. Duncan, together with the appeal

mo of tho Connor. AH these aro ac
knowledgcd by tho department in the same
letter (Jan. 13) that recalls me.

It was that budget of papers that caused
the blow of power, so long suspended, to
fall on a devoted head. The three arrested
officers, and he who had endeavored to en-
force a necessary discipline against them,
arc all to be placed together before the same
court ; the innocent and the guilty, tho ac-

cuser and the accused, the judge and his
prisoners are dealt with alike. Most impar-
tial justice ! But there is a discrimination
with a vengeance While the parties arc
on trial if the appealer is to be tried at all,
wniuii seems uouuiiui iwo are restored 10
their corps one of them with his brevet
rank and I am deprived of my command 1

There can bo but 0110 step more in the same
direction ; throw the rules and articles of
war into the fire, and leave all ranks in the
army free to engage in denunciations and a
general scramble for precedence, authority,
aud executive favors. The pronunciamtn-to- ,

on the part of my factious juniors, is
most triumphant.

My recall under the circumstances, a
severe punishment before trial but to be
followed by a trial here, that may run into
the autumn and on matters I am but par-
tially permitted to know by the department
and my accusers is very ingeniously pla-
ced on two grounds : 1. My own request,
meaning that-o- f June 4, (quoted above, and
there was no'-oth- before tho department,)
winch had been previously (July 12) ac-

knowledged and rebukingly declined. 2.
The arrest of Brevet Major General Worth,
for writing to the department " under the
pretext and form of an appeal," an open let-

ter, to be sent through me, in which I was
grossly and falsely accused ol " malice" and
"conduct unbecoming an officer and gen-
tleman," in the matter of the general order
No. 319, on the subject of puffing letters
for the newspapers at home.

On that second point, the letter from the
department of January 13 is moro than in
genious; it is elaborate, subtle, and pro-
found a professional dissertation, with the
rare merit of teaching principles until now
wholly unknown to military codes and trea-
tises, and of course to all mere soldiers,
however great their experience in tho field.

I have not in this place time to do more
than hint at the fatal consequences of the
novel doctrine in question. According to
the department, any factious junior may, at
his pleasure, in the midst of tho enemy
using "the pretext and form of au appeal"
against his commander, insult and outrage
him to the grossest extent though he be
tho general-in-chie- f, aud charged with the
conduct of the most critical operations; and
that commander may not arrest the incipi-
ent mutineer, until he shall have first laid
down his own authority, and submitted him-

self to a trial, or wait at least until a dis-

tant period of leisure for a judicial examin-
ation of tho appeal 1 And this is precisely
tho case under consideration. Tho depart-
ment, in its eagerness to condemn me, could
not tako time to learn of the experienced,
that the gencral-in-chi- ef who once submits
to an outrage, from a junior, mast lay his ac-

count to suffer tho liko from all tho vicious
under him at least down to a rank that
may bo supposed without influence, in high
quarters, beyond the army. But this would
not bo tho whole mischief to tho public ser-

vice. Even tho great mass of the spirited,
iiUelligeut, and well nflectcd, among his
brothers in arms, would soon reduce such
commander to utter imbecility, by holding
him in just scorn and contempt for his

to himself and country. And art
discipline and cfKciencu of no value in lhe

lint it was not my request 01 juiio 1, nor
report No. 30, (of July 25) so largely quo-

ted from abovo ; nor yet the appeal of one
prnnunciado that has at length brought dawn
upon mo this visitation, so clearly predicted.
That appeal, no doubt had its merits con-
sidering it came fronl au erratic brother a
deserter from tho other extreme who hav-

ing just made his peaco with tho true faith,
was bound to signalize apostacy by accep-

table denunciations of 0110 for whom, up to
Vera Cruz, ho had professed, (and not with-

out cause,) the highest obligations. (It was
there ho learned from me that I was doom-

ed at Washington, and straightway the apos- -


